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LAWYERS FOR JUSTICE 
 

FOREWORD 
 

 

 
Although we had all hoped that we would see the end of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2021, 

last year continued to be very challenging for us all, as restrictions stayed in place and 

mobility was severely affected because of new variants. Justice (in general) and lawyers (in 

particular) have not been exempt and our resilience has been tested.  

 

Organisations like the European Lawyers Foundation (ELF) have as a result continued to 

face the challenges created by the pandemic. The lessons learned in 2020, however, enabled 

ELF to continue working for justice and for lawyers with renewed energy and vitality. The 

conversion of our in-person training into online training during 2020 enabled us to perfect 

the way in which we provide training, so as to reach more lawyers, with a new training 

offer and in a better way. All this has been translated into a record number of lawyers 

trained by ELF in various areas of law (but, especially, in EU law), as this report shows. The 

effort has been compensated by the satisfaction expressed both by the participants in our 

events and by our partners in various projects. This in turb gives us great satisfaction, as we 

are able to continue paying tribute to our motto: lawyers for justice.  

 

Added to the good news reflected by the participation and satisfaction rates in our training 

activities, in we were awarded new projects in 2021, which ensure the continuation of 

ELF’s work in training lawyers, as well as in other spheres, such as the rule of law. 

Particularly important was the award by the European Union (EU) of an operating grant to 

ELF for the year 2022, which permits ELF to continue serving as a network of EU bars, 

currently composed of 23 members, of which 22 are national and local bars (representing 

a total of 17 EU Member States) and one is the EU-wide organisation of bars (the Council 

of Bars and Law Societies of Europe - CCBE). Further, we were awarded funding two 

continue some of our most popular projects, such as our exchanges for of lawyers, and the 

training of lawyers in immigration and asylum.  

 

2021 was also a year of consolidation. ELF adapted to its new governance structure set up 

by amended statutes (adopted in May 2020), and to its new premises. 

 
It goes without saying that the challenges were also huge but, overall, we believe that we 

performed very well and, most importantly, met the expectations of our target audience of 

lawyers, and also the expectation of our supporters, from the European Commission to the 

various EU bars which generously donate so that we can provide services to lawyers.  
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We look forward to staying at the level expected by our supporters in promoting our goals, 

namely access to justice, the rule of law, lawyer training, and the proper exercise of the 

profession of lawyer.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Péter S. Szabó 

Chair of the Board of Directors 
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STRUCTURE 
 

 

 

The European Lawyers Foundation is composed of three main bodies: the Board of 

Directors, the Supervisory Board and the Advisory Board. 
 

President of Honour 

Professor Friedrich Graf von Westphalen (Germany), chairman of the Foundation’s Board 

of Directors from October 2014 to January 2017. 

The Board of Directors  
 

The Board of Directors, inter alia, establishes guiding principles for the day-to-day running 

of the Foundation, checks on a regular basis all the information related to the Foundation’s 

finances, and approves (within the framework of its competences) the participation of the 

organisation in projects.  

 

The members of the Board of Directors in 2021 were the following:  
 

 
 

Chair of the Board 

Hungary 

Board Member 

Italy 

Board Member 

France 

 

 

Supervisory Board 
 

The Supervisory Board examines all financial aspects of the Foundation and monitors the 

financial development of projects and expenditure. 
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The members of the Supervisory Board in 2021 were the following:  

 

 
 

Chair of the Board 

Poland 

Board Member 

Germany 

Board Member 

Spain 

 

 
 
Board Member 

Belgium 

Board Member 

France 

 

 

Advisory Board 

The Advisory Board delivers opinions on projects and strategic matters and other issues of 

great importance. It is composed of representatives of Bars and Law Societies which are 

donors to the ELF. 

As at 31 December 2021, the following were members of the Advisory Board: 
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− Piotr Kardas (representing the CCBE, chair)  

− Michael Pallauf (Austria) 

− Bertrand Debosque (France) 

− Georgia Constantinou-Panayiotou (Cyprus) 

− Michael Jurgen Werner (DAV-Germany)  

− Christian Lemke (BRAK-Germany) 

− Carlo Forte (Italy) 

− René Diederich (Luxembourg) 

− Laurence Krief (Paris Bar, France) 

− Piotr Bober (Poland) 

− Josep Canicio i Querol (Spain)  

− Jarkko Ruohola (Finland)  

− Eva Indruchova (Czech Republic)  

− Georgios Papadopoulos (Greece) 

− Eric Balate (Belgium) 

Secretariat 
 

The Foundation’s Secretariat is responsible for the Foundation’s day-to-day management. 

It is made up of people with knowledge of both the legal profession and project 

management. 

 

The Secretariat is headed by the Managing Director (A. Hernández-Pinzón García), who 

carries out the day-to-day management of the Foundation under the supervision of the 

Board of Directors. He represents the Foundation at European level and internationally 

within the powers entrusted to him. A Project Manager (V. Stathopoulos), an Office 

Manager (F. van der Heyden) and a Senior Project Counsellor (J. Goldsmith) completed the 

Secretariat in 2021. 
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ABOUT 
 
 

 

 

The Foundation shall promote access to justice, training of lawyers, activities relating to 

the exercise of the profession of lawyer, the rule of law and legal services and substantive 

developments in the law itself, the defence and protection of human rights and human 

rights defenders, and international justice. The Foundation shall work at both European 

and international level. The Foundation, which is a network composed of Bars and Law 

Societies from Europe, will fulfil its objective through the implementation of projects. 
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PROJECTS 
 
 

 

European projects 
 

Anti-money laundering and counter terrorist financing (AML/CTF) 
 

 
 

During 2021, ELF and the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) continued 

with the implementation of the project on the “Development and organisation of training 
for lawyers on anti-money laundering and counter terrorist financing rules (AML/CTF) at 
EU level”. More specifically, in 2021 we focused on the delivery of: 

  
• an EU-level Training Programme (TP) for future training on AML/CTF 

 

• a trainer’s manual (focused on those who will organise lawyers’ training on 

AML/CTF in the future)  

 

• a user’s manual (targeting lawyers who will benefit from AML/CTF training) and 

  

• training activities. 

 
Regarding the TP and the manuals, the drafting was completed by February 2021. The 

documents were drafted in English, but in 2022 the European Commission (EC) translated 

the two manuals into the EU’s official languages, so they are now available for free 

download in all these languages from the project-specific website.  

 
The training activities, which were the last set of project activities, were divided into two 

blocks:  

 

(i) a train-the-trainers event and  

 

https://aml4lawyers.eu/manuals/
https://elf-fae.eu/aml-tender/
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(ii) three cross-border training activities for lawyers 

 
The aim of these training activities was to test the TP and the manuals. Information from 

the training activities has been made available for free on the project website.  

 

All project activities were successfully implemented, with a very significant increase in the 

number of participants trained through the training activities: 49 trainers (instead of the 20 

agreed with the EC), and 1.030 lawyers (instead of the 120 agreed with the EC), which 

represents an increase of 245% and 858% respectively. In total, participants from 26 

Member States participated in these events. 

 

 

 
  

https://aml4lawyers.eu/material/
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Training of lawyers on EU immigration and asylum law (TRALIM 2) 
 

 
 

Building on the successful results of the TRALIM 1 project, TRALIM 2 aimed to further 

train 600 lawyers from 6 EU Members States on the EU law relating to asylum and 

immigration. TRALIM 2 was a project co-funded by the Justice Programme of the EU and 

was coordinated by the European Lawyers Foundation, in partnership with the national 

bars of Spain and Italy, the local bars of Paris and Athens, the Law Society of Ireland and 

the Polish Bar of Attorneys-at-law. The project began on Monday 3 September 2018 and 

ended on 2nd March 2021. 

TRALIM 2 managed to train a total of 1.726 lawyers through the various training activities 

on immigration and asylum law (TRALIM seminars), on the rights of unaccompanied 

migrant children (TRAUMA seminars) and on the asylum systems of Spain, Italy and 

Greece (short visits) – the main entry points within the EU for immigrants and asylum 

seekers coming from Asia and Africa.  

Despite the Covid-19 outbreak in the spring of 2020, the coordinator and its partners 

managed to implement all the project’s activities, fulfil all the milestones and exceed 

expectations in terms of participation and lawyers’ satisfaction. The Covid-19 health crisis 

obliged us to extend the project from its initial 24 months to 30 months, as it was necessary 

to convert the in-person seminars to online events. In the end, 577 participants attended 

the onsite events before the pandemic and 1149 lawyers attended the online events after 

the pandemic and their satisfaction reached an excellent average of 4.37 out of 5. 

In 2021, we organised together with the Law Society of Ireland a Webinar on EU Asylum 

and Immigration Law for Irish participants, as well as the three virtual short visits of Spain, 

Italy and Greece, which were open to lawyers from all partner countries. Attendance to 

those online events was extremely high, reaching a total of 502 participants. The project 

will be succeeded by TRALIM 3, which has already been awarded by the European 

Commission and is expected to start in September 2022.  

Detailed information about the project is accessible by clicking here. 

 

  

https://elf-fae.eu/tralim-2/
https://elf-fae.eu/tralim-2/
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Artificial Intelligence for Lawyers (AI4Lawyers) 
 

 
 

The AI4Lawyers is a project run by a consortium composed of the ELF and the CCBE, 

which started in April 2020, and found its origins in the 2019-2023 Action Plan on 

European e-Justice (project number 11).  

 
During 2021, the work focused mainly on two areas: 

1. finalising the work started in 2020 on the detailed overview of “average state of the 

art” IT capabilities of lawyers and law firms in the European Union and a gap 

analysis using comparisons with other non-EU countries”; and 

 

2. drafting an assessment of the opportunities and barriers in the use of natural 

language processing tools in small and medium sized law practices. 

Both the overview and the assessment were submitted to the EC during 2021 and are 

available for free on ELF’s website. 

 
The project will end in April 2022 with the presentation and publication of a “Guide on the 

use of Artificial Intelligence by lawyers and law firms in the European Union”.  

 

Detailed information about the project is accessible by clicking here.   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52019XG0313(02)&rid=6
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52019XG0313(02)&rid=6
https://elf-fae.eu/publications/
https://elf-fae.eu/ai4lawyers/
https://ai4lawyers.eu/
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Training of lawyers on EU instruments in criminal proceedings (CrimiLAW) 
 

 

 
Criminal lawyers are not always as familiar as they should be with the EU legal instruments 

for the protection of suspects and accused persons or the European Arrest Warrant 

procedure. That is why the CRIMILAW project was implemented: to bring together, raise 

awareness among and train 360 lawyers from 7 EU Member States (Cyprus, France, 

Hungary, Greece, Italy, Poland and Spain) on the right of access to a lawyer, the 

presumption of innocence and the right to legal aid.  

 

Due to Covid-19, the cross-border events were converted into 2-week online courses, and 

the outcome from this transition far exceeded our expectations: 380 criminal lawyers across 

7 EU Member States completed the four online courses which took place in April, June, 

October and December 2021, and rated their experience with an outstanding average of 

4.68 out of 5.  

 
Participants praised the new training format (see testimonials below) as the best possible 

alternative to in-person events, because not only did it enable them to receive high-quality 

training by the most experienced criminal law experts, but it also offered them the 

opportunity to interact easily with their counterparts from other countries. 

 

 

https://elf-fae.eu/crimilaw/
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For more information about this project, click here. 

 

 

 
  

https://elf-fae.eu/crimilaw/
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Multilateral Exchange of Lawyers 2 (LAWYEREX) 
 

 
 

The Multilateral Exchange of Lawyers is the exchange programme for lawyers set up in 

2017 by ELF and co-funded by the EU. It offers the chance to EU lawyers to work for two 

weeks in law firms abroad and gain first-hand experience of how a different EU legal system 

works in practice.  

 

LAWYEREX is the second edition of the exchange programme, and it was launched in the 

summer of 2019 with the objective of offering the opportunity for 107 lawyers to be trained 

in host institutions of the legal sector in 9 different EU Member States (Italy, Spain, France, 

Poland, Greece, Czechia, Cyprus, Romania and Slovakia). 

 

Due to the health crisis caused by the pandemic, the project moved in 2021 to an online 

format, where experts from each of the abovementioned EU Member States presented the 

main elements of their respective legal system through short sessions on the following 

topics:  

 

⎯ normative framework and judicial structure  

 

⎯ civil procedural law 

 

⎯ criminal procedural law 

 

LAWYEREX trained in total 286 lawyers from 9 EU Member States, 26 through the first 

round of in-person exchanges (November 2019 – February 2021) and 260 through the 

organisation of nine online events (May 2021 – November 2021). 

 

As a farewell to the LAWYEREX project and a welcome LAWYEREX 2, we prepared an 

appreciation in the form of a video, which can be accessed by clicking on the image below. 

 

 

https://elf-fae.eu/lawyerex/
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For more information about this project, click here. 
 
 

 
  

https://elf-fae.eu/lawyerex/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdU62_ul8yU


 17 

 

Training of lawyers on EU instruments on insolvency law and family law 

(CiviLAW) 
 

 
 

CiviLAW started on 15th September 2021 and will run for 30 months. The project objective 

is to train 630 lawyers from 7 EU Member States (Cyprus, Czech Republic, Greece, Italy, 

Poland Romania and Spain) on important EU legal instruments in insolvency law and 

family law, through the holding of 21 seminars across all partner organisations (10 on 

insolvency law and 11 on family law).  

 

The events are expected to take place in-person, but their final format will depend on the 

development of the Covid-19 pandemic. Partners clarified their roles and responsibilities 

during the online kick-off meeting on 2nd November 2021, which opened the way to the 

successful first training event (a webinar) in March 2022. In-person seminars with cross-

border participation are expected to be resumed after the summer break. 

 

For more information about this project, you can visit its webpage. 

 
 

 
  

https://elf-fae.eu/civilaw/
https://elf-fae.eu/civilaw/
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Training of Lawyers on the EU Data Protection Law (TRADATA 2) 
 

 

 
TRADATA 2 is a project that was built on the success of a previous project on Data 

protection (TRADATA) run by ELF and some EU Bars. The TRADATA project made clear 

that there was a need to continue training lawyers on this area of law and that indeed 

lawyers themselves were interested in continuing to learn about EU data protection law, 

namely on the application of the EU General Data Protection Regulation and the Data 

Protection Law Enforcement Directive. 

 

The project, which aims to train 408 lawyers from 8 EU Member States on EU data 

protection legislation as well as to produce ready-to-use training material from the 

seminars and to promote informal networks of those lawyers participating in the training 

seminars, started in November 2021. ELF and its project partners focused on setting up the 

conditions to start the project, which included the holding of the kick-off meeting on 22nd 

November 2021. Training events are expected to start after the summer of 2022.  

 

For more information about this project, click here.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

https://elf-fae.eu/tradata/
https://elf-fae.eu/tradata2/
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Me-CODEX 2 
 

 
 

The objective of this project is to maintain the IT infrastructure created under the e-

CODEX project, until the whole system is handed over to the European Union Agency for 

the Operational Management of Large-Scale IT Systems in the Area of Freedom, Security 

and Justice (eu-LISA). 

 

During 2021, project partners continued to implement the various activities scheduled, but 

the project had to be extended until November 2021 (from its original estimate of mid-

2021) to avoid any possible gaps in the maintenance of the IT infrastructure.   

 

The role of ELF, whose staff have been involved in e-CODEX projects since the start in 

2010, has been to ensure that lawyers’ needs are taken into account.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

https://www.e-codex.eu/about
https://www.e-codex.eu/about
https://elf-fae.eu/me-codex-2/
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Training of lawyers in the EU Directive on cross-border tax arrangements 

(DAC 6) 

 

On 3rd December 2021, ELF organised a webinar on the EU directive on cross-border tax 

arrangements (known as DAC 6). A total of 144 lawyers from Cyprus, Spain, Italy and 

France participated, which dealt with important issues such as the scope of the directive 

and concepts of “arrangement” and “cross border”, professional secrecy/legal professional 

privilege, and national experiences with the implementation of the directive in Cyprus, 

Spain, Italy and France. 

This was the first project on EU law launched by ELF without funding from the EU. The 

good results and the satisfaction rating from participants gave the green light for ELF to 

continue providing such online training, to be organised on an “ad hoc” basis as specific 

and urgent lawyers’ training needs appear. 
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External projects 
 

Venezuela 
 

 
 

In 2021, ELF continued working on issues related to the rule of law in Venezuela, which 

work started in 2015.  

 

Although the pandemic continued to pose challenges in projects implemented beyond the 

EU (mainly due to travel restrictions), various activities took place within our Venezuelan 

project in 2021. The main focus was on organising capacity building for lawyers who are 

human rights defenders working on violations of human rights in the country. Similarly, 

we focused on the work of the International Criminal Court in relation to the possible 

commission of crimes against humanity by the Venezuelan regime (case Venezuela I).  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.icc-cpi.int/venezuela
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South Pacific and Indonesia 
 

  
 

In 2021, ELF organised two projects for the International Bar Association (IBA) in the 

framework of the work of the IBA’s International Trade in Legal Services Committee.   

 

The first project dealt with the organisation of a conference for lawyers from Fiji and other 

South Pacific States. The conference, organised within the Fiji Law Society’s Annual 

conference 2021, took place on 8th and 9th January 2021, under the title “Business 
interrupted: Law and practice beyond the pandemic”. It was a hybrid event (with Fijian 

speakers and participants attending in-person, and foreign speakers and participants 

attending online), and dealt with issues such as exploring new areas of practice for lawyers, 

post-pandemic management of law firms, and lawyers and social media. The conference 

was attended by 250 participants, 210 of them in-person and 40 online. The report of the 

conference is available here. 

 

The second project targeted Indonesian lawyers and focused on “New opportunities and 
challenges in international practice: globalisation and professional ethics”. The main 

outcome was the holding of a hybrid conference (with in-person attendance in Jakarta as 

well as online attendance) on 14th June 2021. Among the issues addressed were the 

instruments on international trade in legal services and their applicability in Asia, 

arbitration of international commercial disputes, professional ethics, and lawyers and 

technology. The conference was attended by 287 participants (245 online and 42 in 

person).   

 

 

  
 

  

https://elf-fae.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Report-of-Fiji-Law-Society-Convention-2021.pdf
https://elf-fae.eu/indonesia/
https://elf-fae.eu/south-pacific/
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STATISTICS 
 

 

 

Number of lawyers trained in ELF training events (2016-2021) 
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Number of lawyers trained in 2021 per subject area 
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Lawyers trained in 2021 per nationality 
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